CHARLTON BENEFICE
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15th
SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
LIVESTREAMED EUCHARIST

We are welcomed to the service 

Hymn – God of grace and God of Glory

President: 		In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

President		The Lord be with you
All:			and also with you.

Liz welcomes and introduces the theme 
	
We say together

Prayer of Preparation

All:		Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
	
	

	Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,

	we come to you in sorrow for our sins,

	and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.

	 
	 
	 

	We have lived by our own strength,

	and not by the power of your resurrection.

	In your mercy, forgive us.

	Lord, hear us and help us.

	 
	 
	 

	 
	We have lived by the light of our own eyes,

	 
	as faithless and not believing.

	 
	In your mercy, forgive us.

	 
	Lord, hear us and help us.

	 
	 

	 
	We have lived for this world alone,

	 
	and doubted our home in heaven.

	 
	In your mercy, forgive us.

	 
	Lord, hear us and help us.

	 
	 
	
	



President: 		
	
May almighty God,

	who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,

	bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.

	Amen.

	 


The Gloria

All:		Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
The Collect

The President introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’. The Collect is said, and all respond

Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen

The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading – read by Michael P
A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 
Be silent before the Lord God!
   For the day of the Lord is at hand;
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice,
   he has consecrated his guests. 
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
   and I will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs,
   those who say in their hearts,
‘The Lord will not do good,
   nor will he do harm.’ 
Their wealth shall be plundered,
   and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
   they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
   they shall not drink wine from them. 
The great day of the Lord is near,
   near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter,
   the warrior cries aloud there. 
That day will be a day of wrath,
   a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
   a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
   a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
   and against the lofty battlements. 
I will bring such distress upon people
   that they shall walk like the blind;
   because they have sinned against the Lord,
their blood shall be poured out like dust,
   and their flesh like dung. 
Neither their silver nor their gold
   will be able to save them
   on the day of the Lord’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion
   the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end
   he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. Zephaniah 1 v 7, 12 – end
This is the word of the Lord.
All:	Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading – New Testament Lesson read by Michael G
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5 v 1 – 11
		This is the word of the Lord.
All:		Thanks be to God.

Hymn to greet the Gospel - All nations of the world (based on psalm 100)

Gospel Reading – Patricia
Alleluia, alleluia, we do not live by bread alone,
But by every word that comes from the mouth of God
Alleluia

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord
‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 25 v 14 - 30
Reader:	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All:		Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon – by Liz
After the sermon there is a period of quiet reflection 

The Affirmation of Faith with Actions led by the Dappa family

Prayers of Intercession – led by Miriam

Prayers are offered for
· the Church of Christ
· Creation, human society, the Sovereign and those in authority
· the local community
· those who suffer
· the communion of saints

After each prayer …
Intercessor:	Lord, in your mercy
All:			hear our prayer.

After the final prayer …
Intercessor:	God of mercy,
All:			hear our prayer
and make us one in heart and mind
to serve you with joy forever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

President:		
Jesus said: ‘Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you are to love one another.’

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All:			And also with you.

Offertory Hymn – Immortal invisible

Preparation of the Table

The Eucharistic Prayer
President:		The Lord be with you
All:			and also with you.

President:		Lift up your hearts.
All:			We lift them to the Lord.

President:		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:			It is right to give thanks and praise.

President:		Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ,
your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.

By the power of the Holy Spirit
he took flesh; as your Son,
born of the blessed Virgin,
he lived on earth and went about among us;
he opened wide his arms for us
on the cross; he put an end to death
by dying for us; and revealed
the resurrection by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will
and won for you a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

All:			Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

President:		Lord, you are holy indeed,
the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
All:			Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again

President:		And so, Father,
calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once
for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company
of St Luke and St Richard, St Thomas 
and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom,
and with whom,
and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
All:			Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

President:		Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All:			Our Father, in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come; your will be done;
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
Now and forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

President:		We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All: 			Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei
All:			Jesus, Lamb of God,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
grant us peace.

The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of Christ. In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’

Invitation to Communion

President:		God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
All:			Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Prayer before Distribution
All:			Most merciful Lord,
your love compels us to come in.
Our hands were unclean,
our hearts were unprepared;
we were not fit even to eat
the crumbs from under your table.
But you, Lord,
are the God of our salvation,
and share your bread with sinners.
So cleanse and feed us
with the precious body and blood
of your Son, that he may live in us and we in him; and that we,
with the whole company of Christ, may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.

Communion Music - Walk humbly with your God by Malcolm Archer

Prayer after Communion
Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen

NOTICES 

Final Prayer

All:		Father of all, we give you thanks
and praise, that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son
and brought us home. Dying and living,
he declared your love, gave us grace,
and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body
live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights
give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set
before us, so we and all your children
shall be free, and the whole earth live
to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing and Sending Out

President:		The Lord be with you
All:			and also with you.

President:		May the peace of God which passes all understanding
Fill your hearts and minds with the knowledge and love of God
and of his Son, Jesus Christ
And the blessing of God almighty
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with us all, ever more
Amen
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:			In the name of Christ. Amen.

Final Hymn – I bind unto myself today

Our worship is over: our service begins.

