1st NOVEMBER
ALL SOULS
ORDER OF SERVICE

THE SERVICE PROCEEDS WITHOUT ANNOUNCEMENTS


WELCOME – Revd Liz
Tonight, we gather to honour our loved ones who have gone before us. Those we’ve had the privilege of knowing and loving and sharing our lives with. This evening we remember a mother, a father, a husband, a wife, a grandfather, a grandmother, a son, a daughter, a baby, a brother, a sister, a friend. The memories we have of them never fade, because we carry what they mean to us deep in our hearts. Tonight, in this place, we name those loved ones. In the company of others - sisters and brothers who may not know our loss, but have felt grief too. 

OPENING SENTENCES 
The Lord is here 	
His Spirit is with us 
We need not fear 	
His Spirit is with us. 
We’re surrounded by love 
His Spirit is with us. 
We are immersed in peace 
His Spirit is with us. 
We rejoice in hope 
His Spirit is with us. 
We travel in faith 
His Spirit is with us. 

HYMN - O God you Search Me and You Know Me 

PRAYER AND REFLECTION ON PERSONAL LOSS – Ally 
Sometimes I’m sad. It’s heavy and grey in me, like a freezing, rainy day.
Sometimes I’m angry. 
It’s like a raging storm in me. I feel like I might explode. I don’t understand why I had to lose them and I’m not OK with it.
Storm-calming God, please help me feel peaceful again.
Sometimes I feel scared. 
The path ahead looks so dark and I’m worried about the future.
I don’t know what life will be like without them and that frightens me.
Rock-solid God, please help me feel safe again.
And then sometimes I feel happy – like the sun has just come out. 
It’s great, but it confuses me.
I want to be happy, but I don’t want to forget them.
Gift-giving God, help me to remember 
all the good times we had and help me to be thankful.
Sometimes the sadness creeps in like a rainy winter’s day.
Sometimes I’m raging in anger like an unstoppable storm.
Sometimes I’m scared of what’s ahead, 
because the future is too dark to see.
Sometimes I’m just sick of life; and sometimes I feel nothing.
Layer your love around me when the cold of sadness creeps in.
Speak your words of peace when the storms of anger rage in my soul.
Keep me safe when fear makes the darkness even darker.
Help me keep travelling till the sunshine of hope breaks through.
Amen.
MUSIC – Nick, piano and Joseph, cello
SOMEONE I MISS – Members of the congregations share their memories
QUESTIONING PRAYER – Patricia 

When the question is “Why?”			Be the voice that I hear.
When the question is “Where?”		Be the guidance I need.
When the question is “When?”			Be the wisdom I seek.
When the question is “How?”			Be the strength I require.
When my answer is “Yes!”			Be the peace that I feel.
Amen.
BIBLE READING: Romans 8 – Revd Joe 

A PRAYER FOR STRENGTH IN SORROW – Miriam 
God, our friend and companion,
we thank you that you travel with us through dark times.
We bring you our feelings trusting that you accept us just as we are.
We bring you our thoughts and questions, 
asking you to help us find peace of mind.
We bring you our hurts and pains, 
knowing that you are a God who can heal.
Give us the strength to keep travelling forward 
until we step out into the sunlight again.
Amen.
HYMN - I Cannot Tell 
GUIDED ACTIVITY – Revd Liz 
Ending with the prayer
Heavenly Father, you have not made us for darkness and death, 
but for life with you for ever.
Without you we have nothing to hope for;                                                                                     with you we have nothing to fear.
Speak to us now your words of eternal life.
Lift us to the light and peace of your presence,                                                                             and set the glory of your love before us today:                                                                          through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 
SOMEONE I MISS – Members of the congregations share their memories 
RESPONSORY – Judith and Amabel 
Fear not, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name; you are mine.
Fear not, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name; you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.
When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned.
I have called you by name; you are mine.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
Fear not, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name; you are mine.

HYMN - Brother Sister, Let Me Serve You 

INTRODUCTION TO CANDLE LIGHTING-  Revd Liz
God our Father, we praise your holy name for all who have lived and died and are now at rest. Their example has encouraged us, their witness has inspired us, and the memory of them makes us glad today. For them we thank you, Lord. 

READING OF NAMES & LIGHTING OF CANDLES  – Revd Adelaide

WE REMEMBER THEM - Jim and Sheila 
When we are weary and in need of strength,
When we are lost and sick of heart
We remember them
When we have a joy we crave to share
When we have decisions that are difficult to make
We remember them
At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter
At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring
We remember them
At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer
At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn
We remember them
At the rising of the sun and at its setting
We remember them

PRAYER – Revd Bennett 
Lord Jesus Christ,
when fear and anxiety besiege us
and hope is veiled in grief,
hold us in your wounded hands
and make your face shine on us again,
for you are our Lord and God. Amen.

We give you back, O God, those whom you gave to us.
You did not lose them when you gave them to us, and we do not lose them by their return to you. Your Son has taught us that life is eternal and that love cannot die.
So death is only a horizon, and a horizon is only the limit of our sight. William Penn

[bookmark: _GoBack]HYMN - Abide with Me – sung by Jim Kinsella accompanied by John Dawson, organ

BLESSING – Revd Liz
May the love of God and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ bless and console us, 
and gently wipe every tear from our eyes. Amen  

MUSIC AFTER SERVICE - Be Still my Soul 
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