FOCUS ON FRIENDS IN THE CRISIS

Jean Creevy, is a member of St Luke’s congregation and a prodigal daughter.
Liz Newman is Rector here for 3 years now. A former social worker and community development worker, her ministry has also been as a school and a hospital chaplain. She became a granny a month ago. 
Jean and Liz were asked the following questions:
1. What are you most grateful for at this time? 
Jean  – I am really grateful for my early morning walks around the local parks and green spaces...they are peaceful, calming and  uplifting. Although I have developed 'garden envy ' whilst wandering off the beaten tracks. Box hedging has a lot to answer for! 

Liz  - I’m grateful for bike rides by the Thames and London canals, the opportunity to get to know members of the church communities better or in different ways, people to pray with and seek God’s will with. I’m grateful for the chance to redress balances, to spend more time on the spiritual and relationships and less on governance. I’m grateful for what I’ve learned about nature and to treasure and marvel at birdsong. I’m grateful for the sense of togetherness that has emerged from dark times but that takes us back to the truth that we’re sisters and brothers. I’m grateful for lives I can see being transformed in miraculous ways. I’m grateful for a new granddaughter and the hope that I’ll hold her soon. 

2. What have you learned about yourself?

Jean - I've learned that I'm not as independent and self sufficient as I thought! My friends, family and God's love are holding me up.

Liz  - I’ve learned that I have been holding things far too close to myself which has probably been stifling others. I’ve learned (again) that I can’t love and nurture others unless I love and nurture myself. I’ve learned that I have a way to go still in learning how to place everything into God’s hands. I’ve learned I find it too easy to take my eye off the constant need to fight for justice: the powerful are never going to change things without challenge, so we have to accept that, on this side of the kingdom, life needs to be a battle. 

3. What would you like to share with others?

Jean - 3. I love collecting picture postcards and sending them to distant family and friends. So at this time I upped my game and as a result my estranged son in Canada has been in touch by video call. Hallelujah!       

Liz   - That Charlton Benefice is a wonderful place full of flawed but beautiful people who God loves more than we’ll ever know.
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