FOCUS ON FRIENDS IN THE CRISIS

Moses and Santa Adhowa are long term members of St Thomas’ congregation, where their children also worshipped. Moses and Santa hope to be returning to worship in church in September.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Revd Bennett Spong, hailing from South Carolina, is well known to us all as a priest in the benefice. Bennett first came to worship at St Luke’s in the early 1980’s as a secondary school teacher and was ordained in 2005. 
Moses and Santa and Bennett were asked the following questions: 
1. What are you most grateful for at this time? 
Moses and Santa – We are most grateful for the blessings and mercies we’ve received from the almighty God, who’s kept our family, friends and neighbours safe. And for all the people who have put their lives on the line to serve and save other people. 

 Bennett  - A forty-year marriage and three healthy children, a safe and comfortable place,  our church community. Greenwich Park. Early morning quiet, opportunities to read.  Walking and the few hairs left on my head. The grace and enduring love of God.

2. What have you learned about yourself?

Moses and Santa - I have learned that I’m not as strong as I thought I was or as my family thought I was. I thought I was strong and usually I am the person who solves issues in the family! I always tell them to be positive, as everything happened for a reason.

Bennett  - The need for routine and regular prayer. Honest reflection.  There is no hiding from God. The importance of balance between solitude and relationships.

3. What would you like to share with others?

Moses and Santa - I would like to share that what we’ve been going through as the whole world has no borders, no negotiations or agreements to fall back into. With the virus it didn’t matter whether you are man or woman. It didn’t care about race, religion or gender, rich or poor - it just didn’t discriminate.

Bennett   - I think that we live within the sovereignty of God, that we have not created ourselves nor do we sustain ourselves. We are not in control, but we do have a choice to receive and live or not to live within God’s love through the power and grace of Jesus Christ.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
(English Standard Version)
For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

Thank you all for sharing!

